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A USER ON THE CLIENT COMPUTER WISHES TO VIEW A 
FILE FROM A WEB PAGE OR AN E-MAIL ATTACHMENT 



THE USER INDICATES TO THE WEB BROWSER 
APPLICATION OR THE E-MAIL APPLICATION THAT HE OR 
SHE WISHES TO VIEW THE FILE 



THE WEB BROWSER APPLICATION OR THE E-MAIL 
APPLICATION IDENTIFIES THE FORMAT OF THE FILE 



THE WEB BROWSER APPLICATION OR THE E-MAIL 
APPLICATION LAUNCHES THE FILE VIEWING PROGRAM 
MODULE IF THE IDENTIFIED FORMAT IS NOT READABLE 
BY THE CLIENT COMPUTER 



THE FILE VIEWING PROGRAM MODULE BROADCASTS 
THE FORMAT OF THE FILE TO THE PLURALITY OF FILE 
VIEWING SERVERS (FVSs) 



EACH ONE OF THE FVSs TRANSMITS ITS CONVERSION 
RATING FOR THE BROADCASTED FORMAT TO THE 
CLIENT COMPUTER 



THE FILE VIEWING PROGRAM MODULE SELECTS THE 
FVS TRANSMITTING THE HIGHEST CONVERSION RATING 
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FIG. 2 
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THE FILE VIEWING PROGRAM MODULE BROADCASTS A 
FILE FORMAT TO THE PLURALITY OF FVSs 



EACH ONE OF THE FVS TRANSMITS ITS CONVERSION 
RATING FOR THE BROADCASTED FILE FORMAT TO THE 
CLIENT COMPUTER 



330 



THE FILE VIEWING PROGRAM MODULE SELECTS THE 
FVS TRANSMITTING THE HIGHEST CONVERSION RATING 
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THE FILE VIEWING PROGRAM MODULE ENTERS THE 
FILE FORMAT AND THE SELECTED FVS INTO THE FVS 
LOOKUP TABLE 



FIG. 3 
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THE FILE VIEWING PROGRAM MODULE TRANSMITS THE 
RECEIVED FILE TO THE SELECTED FVS 
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THE SELECTED FVS RECEIVES AND STORES THE FILE 
IN ITS MEMORY 



THE SELECTED FVS INSTRUCTS A NATIVE APPLICATION 
TO CONVERT THE FORMAT OF THE RECEIVED FILE INTO 
A FORMAT THAT IS READABLE BY THE CLIENT 
COMPUTER 



THE FVS STORES THE CONVERTED FILE IN ITS MEMORY 
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THE FVS TRANSMITS THE CONVERTED FILE TO THE 
CLIENT COMPUTER 




THE FILE VIEWING PROGRAM MODULE DISPLAYS THE 
RECEIVED CONVERTED FILE ON THE DISPLAY 



FIG. 5 
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THE FILE VIEWING PROGRAM MODULE TRANSMITS A 
FILE THAT IS NOT READABLE BY THE CLIENT 
COMPUTER TO ONE OF THE FVSs 



THE FVS RECEIVES AND STORES THE FILE IN ITS 
MEMORY 
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THE FVS RUNS A NATIVE APPLICATION ON THE FVS 
CAPABLE OF READING THE RECEIVED FILE 



THE FVS INSTRUCTS THE NATIVE APPLICATION 
RUNNING ON THE FVS TO OPEN THE RECEIVED FILE 



THE SERVER APPLICATION CONVERTS THE NATIVE 
APPLICATION RUNNING ON THE FVS INTO DISPLAY 
CONTENT INFORMATION 
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THE SERVER APPLICATION TRANSMITS THE DISPLAY 
CONTENT INFORMATION TO THE CLIENT COMPUTER 



THE VIEWER APPLICATION ON THE CLIENT COMPUTER 
USES THE RECEIVED DISPLAY CONTENT INFORMATION 
TO DISPLAY THE APPLICATION RUNNING ON THE FVS 



FIG. 6 



